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Well everyone, lets first off give ourselves a round of applause!  In the past 6-7 months, 
we have turned the idea about having kendo in Edmonton into a reality!  And with 21 
members, we are definitely going strong.  Keep it up! 
 
 
Practice Times and Fees 
 
As of April 6, we have a second practice time!  We will practice on Saturdays at Orange 
Hall, which is located beside the Strathcona Farmer's Market and behind the Gazebo?You 
know, where the Fringe is held!  We will still practice at Allendale School on Wednesday 
evenings.  Here are the exact addresses: 
 

Day? When? Where? Address 
Wednesday 8 - 9:45 pm Allendale School 6415 - 106th St. 

Saturday 1 - 5 pm Orange Hall 10335 - 84th Ave. 
 
With so much time for practice on Saturdays, the breakdown of time will look something 
like so? An hour for kata, then drills as we usually have on Wednesday evenings (so 
basics, basics and more basics ☺), and finally, some time for us in bogu to work up a 
sweat.  We will have a break somewhere in the middle, so bring your water! 
 
And since we are fortunate enough to have the second practice time, we are having to 
increase the practice fees as discussed at the club meeting earlier in the year.  So, starting 
with the May - August term, practice fees will be $80 per term. 
 
 
Visit from our Sensei 
 
As we are affiliated with the UBC Kendo Club, our sensei is Okusa-Sensei.  Okusa-
Sensei has been with the UBC club for many years, and is Stephanie's original sensei as 
she started at UBC.  Stephanie has extended an invitation to Okusa-Sensei to come visit 
Edmonton and the Club; Okusa-Sensei has accepted the invitation!  Details are still being 
worked out, but hopefully Okusa-Sensei will join us in the coming months, probably in 
the summer.  Lets all practice hard and show our sensei how much we've learned in the 
time we have been together! 



Equipment Purchases 
 
Where do I get equipment like shinai, keikogi and hakama, bokken and shinai you ask?  
Look no further than Troy!  Troy is the guy to talk to about getting your new equipment.  
He tells me that his prices are the best.  So, if you are looking for new gear, talk to Troy.  
He has also asked me to point you to his web site as it has some important information 
about costs and such.  The address is:  http://homepage.mac.com/temple_jupiter  He 
usually have delivery times of about 2 weeks, which is really good. 
 
If you are looking for something special, I do have a catalog from Koei, a Japanese 
supplier.  I'll bring it with me to practices for people to see what Kendo suppliers will 
actually sell.  Koei can supply single pieces of bogu, and the quality is good.  This is 
good for when you may need to replace your Kote for example.  BUT, there is no cost 
savings by buying bogu in pieces, and Koei is a little more expensive.  So the first person 
I would talk to is Troy - his prices are great and the quality is very good.  I am really 
happy with my bogu that I bought through Troy! 
 
 
Ok?where do I find this club web site I've heard about? 
 
I'm sure most of you have seen the club's original home page.  I'm the first to admit that it 
was nothing fancy.  HOWEVER, Walter has been a busy guy putting together a web site 
for the club that really looks good.  There are a few bits left to put the final touches on, 
but check it out.  It is definitely a great improvement on my first attempt!  Thanks 
Walter! 
 
The new web site for the Edmonton Kendo Club is: 
 

http://edmonton_kendo_club.tripod.com 
 
There is a section of "Kendo Links" on the web site, but here are a few that may be useful 
and informative: 
 

Web site Address 
The "Old" EKC Home Page http://www.telusplanet.net/public/audette 

The Canadian Kendo Federation (CKF) http://kendo-canada.com 
The UBC Kendo Club http://www.ubckendo.com 

The Team Canada Web site http://kendo-canada.com/teamcanada/index.htm 
Kendo Equipment http://homepage.mac.com/temple_jupiter 



So what IS Deryck doing anyway? 
 
As you may have noticed, Deryck is not practicing Kendo.  While in Japan, Deryck 
started practicing Naginata, which, like Kendo was developed from the Samurai.  
Naginata is the practice of the Spear, just as Kendo is the practice of the Katana.  If you 
are interested in some history of Naginata, there are a few sites on the web that you can 
take a look at.  Here are a couple: 
 

Web site Address 
The Naginata Home Page http://www.naginata.org 

The Southern California Naginata Federation http://www.scnf.org 
 
 
Call for Ideas 
 
Ok Gang, it's time to put on your thinking caps? We need ideas for club functions!  We 
had a great party in January, and it is about time we had another!  So? Any and all ideas 
are welcome - Bowling, Billiards, Movie Night, Club BBQ (well? maybe when the 
snow's gone).  Any and all ideas are welcome. 
 
Well, that's about it for the first EKC Newsletter.  If you have any ideas for what to 
include in our next Newsletter, just let me know!  I'd love to hear about them! Hopefully, 
we can have a club newsletter more than semi-annually! 
 
 
Gerald 
 


